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In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 
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Did you get one new subscriber for 
the MessaceE last week? If not, why not? 
Try again. Try harder. God may crown 
your efforts with success. 


“The harvest home of God will come 
And after toil and care; 

With joy untold your sheaves of gold 
Will all be garnered there. 


Then day by day along your way, 
The sceds of promise cast 

That ripened grain from hill and plain, 
Be gathered home at last.” 
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endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 

















Informative 


Dear Friend: 

I find the Messace very informative and 
usually read it two or three times, but feel 
a need for more of this type of reading 
and meditation. 


Phoenix, Ariz. B. 2. G. 


Convinced 


Dear Brother: 

I am very much interested in your litera- 
ture, because nowhere else could I obtain so 
much spiritual meat and drink as from your 
good Messace and Bible Study lessons. I 
wish to continue in this one true faith of the 
Bible, I am convinced that you have the pure 
and wholesome doctrine of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and now knowing that you alone pos- 
sess the knowledge of the way of salvation, I 
will believe only this one gospel. 

Please accept my thanks for your kindness 
in sending me so many good things. 

Insinger, Sask., Can. W. H. T. 


Joy for the Saving Light 


Dear Sister in Christ; 

It is as you say, a great blessing to be able 
to help and strengthen one another. It is up- 
building in the Faith, and how grand a thing 
true friendship is; it brings out the best in us 
especially so being knit together in the bonds 
of spiritual love. We remember the prophet 
Malachi’s writing of God’s wonderful prom- 
ise of blessing to them that feared His name; 
how they spoke often one to another to help 
and edify each one in the doing of His will. 
His gracious assurance given us that we shall 
be spared in the day when He shall arise to 
shake terribly the earth, to rid it of all its 
dross and all things that offend. “And they 
shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts in that 
day when I make up my jewels; and I will 
spare them, as a man spareth his own son 
that serveth him.” 

“When I make up my jewels!” How our 
minds leap ahead in thought and in visual- 
izing that gladsome day! But, we must re- 
member today and the work to be accomplished 
in ourselves, ere that wonderful day arrives. 

How wonderful to rejoice in this saving 
Light. “Light is indeed sown for the upright 
and righteous: joy for the upright in heart.” 
Seeing we desire above all things to be 
approved of Him and share with Him the 
glories of Eternity, let us cast away the works 
of darkness, “and put on the armour of light.” 
And walking as children of Light, have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, for we have been called out of darkness 
into His marvellous Light.” 

Warwick, Q’ld,. Australia. A. B. 
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Fasting with a Purpose 


God, would be desirous of knowng just what He has 

said that you and I should do in order to be saved. It 
is an easy matter for us to imagine something, or come 
to some conclusion of our own, but that will not do; we 
must come to what God has said. We must be governed 
by what the Lord has spoken. 

We are going to talk about fasting this morning. We 
find it is a principle that is taught throughout the entire 
Scriptures. Fasting is one of the demands in the “faith 
of our fathers” to which we must ascribe, but it comes 
against our nature. It is a part of the faith which comes 
by hearing the Word cf God and which you and I must 
have to please Ged. 

Now this Divine Record says that we must fast. No 
person, high or low, rich or poor, educated or uneducated, 
will ever pass the portals to the grand City to come, or see 
inside of the kingdom of God, unless he fasts and prays— 
as Jesus taught it. 


[ SEEMS as though every individual who has faith in 


Fasting Defined 


Now fasting consists of voluntary abstinence from 
food. To not eat when one is sick; to not eat when one is 
not hungry; to abstain from food when one is not where 
food can be had—these situations are not fasting. To 
fast one must abstain from or eat sparingly of food when 
he has a desire and opportunity to eat, and his restraint 
must be prompted by a definite motive. He must have a 
purpose in fasting. 

Now the Lord does not tell us what day of the week to 
fast, but He does tell us to fast, that is if one is in good 
health. God never asks us to do anything that would be 
injurious to the physical system. We have no fixed and set 
rule as to when you should fast, or how long you should 
fast. To miss a single meal would be a greater test for 
some people than a two or three days’ fast would be 
for others. 

As a rule, long fasts are not too beneficial, there is 
always danger of injuring the system, but a three days’ 
fast should not injure anyone in average health. God 
does not tell us how long to fast, but He gives the com- 
mand to fast. Some people would feel a short fast more 
than others would feel a fast of greater length, just 
according to the condition of the system. And if we want 
to conquer our temper, if we want to rule the emotions of 
our body, bring under control the angry spirit that so 
often rises, fasting is a wonderful aid. It helps us to con- 
quer, to get ourselves into the condition that we can be 
humble and meek. 


Our Self-Denial Week A Partial Fast 


As we said before, fasting is a Bible principle. That 
God’s people should fast is spoken of again and again. 
This week (Feb. 5—11, 1961) is our annual self-denial 
week, which is only a partial fast. We have appointed 
this week to restrict our diet to three articles of common 
food at a meal, and we abstain from all meat and eggs, 
and rich foods and pastry. We have all varieties of vege- 
tables, and nearly all varieties of fruit; so it cannot be 
said to be a week of fasting, but more of a self-denial, so 


that we can learn to control our appetite. Many of the best 
physicians tell us that more sickness comes through over- 
eating than from being deprived of sufficient food. So we 
need to learn to rule our appetites. 

Our week of self-denial is similar io the partial fast to 
which Daniel and his three companions subjected them- 
selves in Babylon. Daniel and his companions were young 
men, but they already had developed a great strength of 
character. We read the account in Dan. 1:3, 4. The king 
of Babylon saw that these youthful Jews, though captives, 
possessed possibilities, and he wanted to teach them the 
Chaldean learning and knowledge. 

We read further in chapter 1, how when they were 
offered the king’s meat, the rich and dainty viands of the 
king’s table, Daniel requested simple vegetable diet 
(pulse) for them. They preferred plain, more healthful 
food and drink, for clearer minds and stronger bodies 
to serve the true God. When the prince of the eunuchs 
expressed fear that on such a diet their appearance would 
not meet the king’s expectation, Daniel asked for ten days’ 
trial so as to prove the merits of the plainer food. Then 
we read, vs. 14, 15 how the test was made. “And then, 
after ten days, they looked healthier and were in better 
condition than the youths who were eating the royal 
dishes; so the overseer discontinued their royal rations of 
meat and wine and served them vegetables” (Berkeley). 

Now by going to the Hebrew Lexicon we find the defini- 
tion of the word translated “pulse” to be: “Vegetables, 
herbs, vegetable food, such as is eaten in a half fast, as 
opposed to flesh or more delicate foods.” It ineluded all 
kinds of vegetables and herbs, “vegetable foods, such as 
are used in a half fast.” A diet of vegetables and fruit 
would be what the Bible terms a half fast. 

Some might get from this narrative about Daniel and 
his three companions that the Bible disapproves of the 
eating cf flesh food; but that is not true, for Abraham 
killed the fatted calf and ate thereof, and also served it to 
the visiting angels; and Jesus partook of the fish. So we 
should nct go to any extreme on diet. Both foods are good 
in their place. But what Daniel wanted was pulse, or 
nlain vegetable food. He wanted to have that which would 
be the very best for his system. A man who works hard 
at laborious toil can handle food that a person engaged 
only in mental labor should not think of eating. So we 
should be careful to use judgment and discern what we 
are doing. 

Daniel and his companions were employing their time 
studying, and so did not want to partake of such rich, 
hearty food. They fared on a simple diet. And that is the 
type of food that we shall partake of during our week of 
self-denial. 


Fasting and Prayer 


In order to live up to the divine commandment we must 
fast, and pray. Surely no spiritually alert person would 
expect to qualify for salvation without prayer, and quite 
often fasting goes with it. 

In Mark 9 there is the account of an unsuccessful 
attempt by Jesus’ disciples to heal a man who suffered 
from epilepsy. The father of the afflicted man brought 
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him to the disciples, but they were helpless to cure him. 
Just at this juncture Jesus Himself appeared and effected 
the cure. When they were come into the house His disci- 
ples asked Him privately, “Why could not we cast him 
out?” And Jesus answered them, “This kind can come 
forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.” Here Jesus 
associated fasting with prayer. 

An outstanding example of the power of fasting when 
accompanied by prayer, was Cornelius, the devout Gentile 
to whom Peter was sent to preach the gospel of salvation, 
and reveal to him the fact of the power and resurrection 
of Jesus. The narrative states: “There was a certain man 
in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band 
called the Italian band, a devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his house, which gave much alms to the 
people, and prayed to God alway. He saw in a vision 
evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of 
God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius, .. . 
thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial 
before God” (Acts 10: 1—4). Cornelius must have been a 
remarkable man to merit such an enviable record, and to 
be worthy of the visitation of an angel. 

He was told to send for Peter who would come and tell 
him what he must do to be saved. After Peter’s arrival, 
and greetings, Cornelius said: “Four days ago I was fast- 
ing until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my 
house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright 
clothing, and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and 
thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God” 
(vs. 30, 31). Oh, what would we give to have an angel 
come and tell us that our prayer was heard! But we can 
be assured it will be heard if we are sincere, and our 
heart is right. Let us not neglect either the prayer or the 
fasting. 

Another instance where the early Christians fasted and 
prayed is told in Acts 13. Prayer and fasting preceded 
the instigation of a missionary effort by Barnabas and 
Paul. A number of prophets and teachers were gathered 
together at Antioch: “And as they ministered to the 
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid 
their hands on them, they sent them away” (vs. 1—3). 
When they had fasted and prayed. Yes, they fasted and 
they prayed, they neglected neither. 

The following chapter confirms the fact of the apostles 
resorting to prayer and fasting, even though they had 
the intimate help of the Holy Spirit power. “And when 
they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught 
many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and 
Antioch, confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhort- 
ing them to continue in the faith, and that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 
And when they had ordained them elders in every church, 
and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the 
Lord, on whom they believed” (Acts 14: 21—23). They 
fasted and prayed to invoke the Lord’s help, and should 
we be backward to employ the same medium today? 


Fasting and Self-Denial 





Our fasting must be for a purpose, to humble us, to help 
us bring self into subjection to divine law. That is our 
sole purpose in fasting. Jesus said: “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9: 23). It is a mighty 
work to change ourselves over so completely that our old 


nature is wholly subdued, and God is given first place in 
our lives, but this is what God requires. When Jesus was 
asked by the scribe what was the first commandment of 
the law, He answered: “The first of all the commandments 
is, Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord: and 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength” (Mark 12: 29, 30). 

Let us analyze Jesus’ words. To serve the Lord with 
all our heart means to serve Him with a will, to have a 
warm glowing affection in our service. We should be so 
enthused with our sublime hope of eternal life that we 
would gladly surrender all. “With all my soul,” carries 
much the same meaning, our whole interest must be in 
one direction. And with “all thy mind.” A line from the 
familiar hymn supplies the thought of our loving God 
with all our mind: “Take my intellect and use, every 
power as Thou shalt choose.” That means bringing into 
subjection every thought to the obedience of Christ, 
allowing ourselves to think only upon the things which 
are true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good report. 
This will leave no room for double-mindedness, or divided 
loyalties. 

“And with all thy strength.” How often we have 
been miserly when applying our strength to work for God, 
when there was almost no limit to our ambition for the 
things that naturally appealed to us. What a measure of 
self-denial is needed to bring our whole body and mind 
and spirit into subjection to the divine will! Fasting is 
one aid provided to make this change possible. 


Fasting and Self-Control 


It has been said that the first thing in the Christian life 
is control, the second: control, and the third: control! 
And the control of the appetite is a problem to many of 
us. A man once described the oral cavity as the “uncon- 
trollable hole,” and from the number of overweight per- 
sons to be seen at almost any gathering, he may not have 
been too far wrong. Temperance covers much more than 
restraint in imbibing alcoholic beverages. In fact, it covers 
every portion of the Christian’s life, and especially the 
appetite. It was not without purpose that Paul wrote to 
the church at Corinth stressing the need for control in 
eating. He said: “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (I Cor. 10: 
31). To eat to the glory of God would cover, not only the 
amount one eats, but his choice of foods. If we eat cer- 
tain foods that we know do not agree with us just because 
they appeal to our taste, we are not eating to God’s glory. 

Philippians 4:5 commands, “Let your moderation be 
known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.” Some of the 
newer translations word it: “Let your modesty be 
known.” Let our modesty, our power of self-control be 
known, the Lord is coming. 


Fasting As a Means of Invoking God’s Favor in Times of Stress 


There were a number of such instances during Bible 
times. You will remember the case of Esther, queen of the 
heathen king, Ahasuerus. Shortly after she became queen 
the wicked Haman succeeded in getting the king to issue 
a decree that all the Jews in Shushan should be slain. The 
queen’s uncle, Mordecai, who was stationed at the 


entrance to the king’s palace, learned of Haman’s plot 
against the Jews. Realizing the danger his people were in, 
he knew some drastic steps must be taken, and he could 
think of no better plan than to try to influence the king 
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through his queen, who was Mordecai’s niece. So he sent 
to her the following message: “Think not with thyself 
that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all 
the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at 
this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance 
arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy 
father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” (Esther 4:13, 14). 

Esther’s is a familiar story: How that, contrary to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, she went unbidden before 
the king, petitioning help in time of crisis. She and her 
maidens and the Jews in Shushan fasted from food and 
drink three days and nights. And God was intreated of 
them. 

King David fasted for seven days when his child by 
Bathsheba was lying at the point of death, hoping the 
Lord might be intreated and spare the child’s life. The 
death of the child had been predetermined because of 
David’s sin. Once the child was dead the king’s servants 
feared to tell him. But to their surprise when he learned 
the child was dead he ceased his mourning, changed his 
apparel, anointed himself, and went into the house of God 
and worshiped, and broke his fast. A crisis had developed 
in David’s life, God had chosen nct to reverse Himself and 
intervene, so the king humbly bowed to the inevitable, 
and returned to normal living. 

An emergency arose in the time of Ezra, the ready 
scribe in the Law of Moses. About sixty years after the 
close of the Captivity, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes, 
king of Persia, Ezra headed a band of his countrymen 
making the journey from Babylon to Jerusalem. The king 
of Persia sent with him a present of gold and silver, and 
vessels and basins for the house of God in Jerusalem. The 
party also took with them money which they had collected 
from the Jews in the province of Babylon. With the 
amount af valuables they were carrying in the group, the 
journey could be perilous. The king knew this, and had 
offered to send with them an armed guard. This Ezra 
refused, assuring the king that God would protect them. 
He had said: “The hand of our God is upon all them for 
good that seek him; but his power and his wrath is 
against all them that forsake him” (Ezra 8: 22). 

But later, fearing that he may have been over-confident 
—and being ashamed to then ask the king for a band of 
soldiers—he decided to make a special supplication to the 
Lord. So when the company was all assembled, ready to 
start the journey, Ezra proclaimed a fast. These are his 
own words: “Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river 
of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our God, 
to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, 
and for all our substance. .. So we fasted and besought 
our God for this: and he was entreated of us” (vs. 21, 
23). The journey took four months, they passed through 
rugged country infested by bandits, and through territory 
of their political enemies, yet the party made the trip 
without incident, and brought gifts to the temple, in 
safety. 

Twelve years later Nehemiah, appraised by one of his 
brethren and others of the men of Judah of the sad 
plight of the people of Jerusalem—the walls still being 
broken down and the gates burned with fire—he “sat 
down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, 
and prayed before the God of heaven.” As you will recall, 
he was cupbearer to king Artaxerxes, and he asked God 
to prosper his plea before the king to let him go to 





Jerusalem to rebuild the walls, and the Lord caused his 
plan to prosper. 

Daniel the prophet was fasting and praying and con- 
fessing his sins and the sins of his people, and intreating 
God for wisdom, when the angel Gabriel appeared and 
touched him, saluting him with the gracious words: “O 
Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and under- 
standing... for thou art greatly beloved” (Dan. 9: 22, 23). 

When the disciples of John interrogated Jesus as to 
why His disciples did not fast as they and the Pharisees 
were doing, His answer showed that He also recognized 
fasting as a companion of adversity: He said to them, 
“Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long 
as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, 
when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then 
shall they fast” (Matt. 9:15). 

And what watchful Christian would deny that we also 
experience a state of crisis, and suffer from adversity; 
that we are prisoners of hope. We are surrounded on 
every side by a faithless and pleasure-loving world. We 
are beset within with a nature strongly inclined to evil. 
We are plagued with double-mindedness, faithlessness, 
insincerity, self-blindness and self-importance. Eterna] 
life and eternal death hang in the balance. So great is our 
peril that we are advised that we must at all times eat 
our “bread with quaking” and drink our water “with 
trembling and with carefulness.” We must pass the time 
of cur “sojourning here in fear,” the fear of doing 
wrong, apprehensive lest “a promise being left us of 
entering into his rest, any of [us] should seem to come 
short of it.” Surely we need to fast and pray and beseech 
the Lord to show us the right way, lest that coming day 
overtake us with our work unfinished. 


Our Object in Fasting 


We learn from the Bible that it is possible for one to 
fast with the wrong object in view, to get honor and 
recognition from men. God detesis this. Isaiah’s warnings 
in chapter 58: 3—5, would suggest that the Jews of his 
time fasted with the wrong object. 

Then the Lord proceeds to outline the fast that is 
acceptable: “Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, 
and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every 
voke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that 
thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when 
thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that 
thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?” (vs. 6, 7). 
What a fast God has chosen! What a fruitful fast we shall 
engage in this week if only we apply these Christian 
duties constantly! The last sentence comprehends the 
entire plan of salvation in ten words: “and that thou hide 
not thyself from thine own flesh.” 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ time received no credit from 
God for their fasting, they fasted with the wrong object, 
and Jesus condemned them sharply. These are His own 
words to His disciples: “Moreover when ye fast, be not, 
as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure 
their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily 
I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when 
thou fasteth, ancint thine head, and wash thy face; that 
thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father 
which is in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret, 
shall reward thee openly” (Matt. 6: 16—18). 

In these words Jesus reveals a number of facts, one of 
these is that fasting is necessary. He directed His fol- 
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lowers, “when thou fastest.” It was their duty to fast, it 
is the duty of every Christian to fast, it is our duty 
to fast, it also is our duty to have a joyful countenance 
when we fast. We must not count an occasional fast as a 
hardship, or adopt a “I-am-hclier-than-thou” attitude 
when we fast, or fast for strife or competition. We must 
fast to God, and not to be seen of men, then our fast will 
be a great help in our effort toward holiness. 


One Occasion When Fasting Brought a Happy Sequence 


Before closing let us devote a few moments to our 
Scripture lesson, II Chronicles 20. This was in the days of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. A very serious crisis had 
developed. An army of overwhelming strength had 
invaded the land of Judah, their chances of being able 
to repulse them were slim. King Jehoshaphat, who had 
not always been too careful about the company he kept, 
knew this was no time to trust in unholy alliances. There 
was but one sane course for him to take, implore God for 
help. This he did. 

In vs. 3 and 4 we get a picture of the king’s initial steps 
to secure the Lord’s help. “And Jehoshaphat feared, and 
set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah. And Judah gathered themselves 
together, to ask help of the Lord: even out of all the cities 
of Judah they came to seek the Lord.” 

In his prayer Jehoshaphat reminded the Lord that the 
existence of those enemy nations who were then invading 
them was due to the fact that He would not allow Israel 
to evict them when they came out of Egypt. Perhaps he 
thought in that way he could induce the Lord to be 
more responsive to their call. The Lord’s answer was 
immediate and favorable. They would not even need to 
fight in the ensuing battle. “Tomorrow go ye down against 
them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye 
shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilder- 
ness of Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set 
yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be 
dismayed; tomorrow go out against them: for the Lord 
will be with you” (vs. 16, 17). 

Then vy. 18 continues the narrative: “And Jehoshaphat 
bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, 
worshipping the Lord.” They were humble, and they were 
thankful for God’s promised protection. The day wore 
away, hasty preparations were made for the great event 
to take place on the day following. The day arrived: “And 
they rose early in the morning, and went forth into 
the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehosh- 
aphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your God, so shall 
ve be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye pros- 
per.” Jehoshaphat gave the people excellent advice, and it 
is advice we should take to ourselves. He may have been 
sincere, or what he said may have been sentimental, 
prompted by a feeling of keen emotion stemming from 
their remarkable deliverance. However, his life’s record 
shows that before his death his weakness for bad company 
had got the better of him again. 

After his good counsel to the nation the king 
“appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should praise 
the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, 
and to say, Praise the Lord, for his mercy endureth for 
ever.” We can imagine the enemies’ surprise and scorn as 
they saw an army approaching headed by a band of 
singers; but their scorn soon turned to dismay, as they 


came to realize that the Eternal God was with them. “And 
when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set 
ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and 
mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they 
were smitten. For the children of Ammon and Moab stood 
up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay 
and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the 
inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another. 
And when Judah came toward the watchtower in the 
wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and, behold, 
they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none 
escaped” (vs. 22—24). 

So Jehoshaphat and Judah were delivered. The Lord 
worked for them. What a happy sequence to their season 
of fasting and prayer! And let us remember that the God 
who saved in Jehoshaphat’s day is just the same today. So 
let us fast and pray, and daily take up our cross of self- 
denial, that we may be worthy of protection in the day 
when the Lord comes out of His place to shake terribly 
the earth, and destroys the sinners out of it. 


— @ — 
SELF-DENIAL WEEK 


In accordance with a custom established many years 
ago by the founder of the Megiddo Mission, the Rev. L. T. 
Nichols, the congregation at Rochester and all elsewhere 
who wish to join in the observance, will keep self-denial 
week beginning with Sunday, February 5. During this 
time only three articles of food will be eaten at any meal, 
but each meal may be varied as desired. No meats, poultry, 
fish, eggs, cheese of any kind (except cottage cheese) are 
used. Fruits: fresh, frozen, canned or dried are chosen 
(but no jams or jellies) with vegetables, milk, butter, 
cereals and any kind of bread make up the bill of fare. 

There is, of course, exception made for those under 
doctors’ care or on special diet, and also for the aged. But 
for those in average health there is truly no hardship in 
restricting the diet to three articles of nourishing food, 
and when the matter is summed up there is but little self- 
denial. No doubt many in the world today would be thank- 
ful for three kinds of food at a meal. 





REMEMBER 


You are what vou will to be, 
And your will is always free, 
Free to conquer or to run, 
Free to do or leave undone, 
Free to follow or to shun; 
You are what you will to be, 
You are born to liberty. 
You can climb if you desire 
Daily upward ever higher, 
You are what you will to be, 
From that choice you cannot flee; 
You must choose and you alone, 
‘Twixt the darkness and the throne, 
All your future is your own. 
he ce: oe oe oe 
One repulsive thing about self-justification and excuses is 
that by them we assert that we will continue in our error. 





Religion is not speculation; it is DISCIPLINE. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED 


A Dramatic Study of the Lives of Six Bible Characters 
as once presented in the Megiddo Mission Church. 

Its Lesson is the glory of God’s Second Chance. 

From unpromising and even hopeless beginnings, men 
have risen and may yet rise to the heights of character and 
achievement, by the power of faith and the help of the 
Eternal. 

“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning there- 
of.” Eccl. 7: 8. 


SYNOPSIS 


In Character One—Joshua, we saw a man, who, though born a 
crown slave in Egypt, suffered through the nadir of his career as tally- 
man in the brickyards along the Nile, rise to undreamed of heights 
from his lowly beginning. 

After forty years in the wilderness wherein he served as captain of 
the hosts of the Lord, he emerged, as successor to Israel’s great Law- 
giver, Prince Joshua who led the Israelites into the long-looked-for- 
Promised Land. 


He was ready when his opportunity came. 


Character Two SOLOMON 
Part I—Ascent 


It is an unusual rule that does not work both ways, and 
our character, herein reviewed, is studied in reverse. Men 
may climb from small beginnings to great success, but 
they may also decline from a good start to a humiliating 
failure at the end. It all depends on the man, not the times 
or the circumstances. 

Probably no career ever hada more promising begin- 
ning than that of SOLOMON, son of David. Everything went 
his way; everything scemed to be propitious for greatness. 
Even his name—‘the peaceful one”’—was a reminder of 
his father’s desire that the son should be spared the bitter 
failures which had so often blackened his own life. 

The realm was at peace, its borders secure far out in the 
deserts, Israel was a prosperous, respected member of the 
family of Near East nations. 

Better still, he had his work. “Blessed is he who has 
found his work,” said Carlyle, “for in this life he shall 
have no need of further blessedness.” 

Upon him rested the honor of building the magnificent 
temple of Jehovah, planned with long and loving care by 
his father. 

Yet even this was something to make a young man lie 
awake nights. 

The circumstances of his coronation, too, were disquiet- 
ing. He was young and unprepared for the position. An 
attempted coup by his brother Adonijah, caused him to be 
thrust hurriedly into the breach. David, his father, was at 
death’s door, his once great mind weakened by age and ill- 
ness. Only to Nathan, David’s counsellor and conscience, 
could the young king turn for guidance. 

Small wonder that he felt overwhelmed, crushed by the 
weight of responsibility. 

The problems of responsibility can often be greater 
than we think, especially when we meet them face to face. 
The young monarch discovers this fact and in asking for 
help makes a wise choice. 











SPEAKERS: 
SOLOMON 
ANGEL 


SOLOMON’s bedchamber, dimly lighted. The young king, 
richly robed, is pacing the floor, a worried look on his 
face. 

SOLOMON: How can I do it? How will I ever do it? Why 
should this happen to me? Me—a child in knowledge and 
in experience, made king over this great people... A 
king? I never dreamed it would be like this ... Who would 
wish to be a king? The responsibility! ... A king must 
have knowledge—I am so ignorant... A king must lead 
—and I need some one to lead and guide me... A king 
dare not make mistakes ... A king must be an example 
to his people; I have not proved myself ...Il am afraid... 
What will I do? 

[Sits on couch and holds his head, then rises] 

I must have help. I cannot do it alone. [kneels and 
prays] Lord God, thou knowest that I did not ask to be 
king. Now that it is thrust upon me, I need Thy help. Help 
me, Lord, to live up to my people’s expectations; help me 
not to fail them, nor Thee; give me strength, Lord, for my 
task. 

[Rises, paces a little, puts out light, and lies down. 
Slowly the room fills with light; an Angel appears. 
SOLOMON rises and kneels humbly before him.] 

ANGEL: Thus saith Jehovah, Ask what I shall give thee. 

SOLOMON: Thou hast shown great and steadfast love to 
David my father, and hast made me king in his stead. 
Give me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and come 
in before this people, for who can rule this thy people, 
that is so great? 

ANGEL: Because this was in your heart, and you have 
not asked possessions, wealth, honor, or the life of those 
who hate you, and have not even asked long life, but have 
asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself that you may 
rule my people over whom I have made you king, Wisdom 
and knowledge are granted to you. I will also give you 
riches, possessions, and honor, such as none of the kings 
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had who were before you, and none after you shall have 
the like. 

[Angel places his hand upon SOLOMON’s head, then is 
gone. | 

Part [1—Decline 

Unfortunately, SOLOMON could not stand prosperity. 
Few men can. A few choice souls, such as Abraham, 
Moses, Joseph and Daniel, have been able to use wealth 
and power without abusing it, but SOLOMON was not of 
their caliber, 

Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely, except in extremely rare cases, 

The Hebrew monarchy had been foreseen by Moses, six 
centuries in the past, and provided for in the moral law. 
The conduct of the ruler was strictly prescribed. 

“He shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the 
people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should multi- 
ply horses.... 

“Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his 
heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to 
himself silver and gold. 

“And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of the 
kingdom, that he shall write hima copy of this law ina 
book. And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein 
all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lord 
his God, to keep all the words of this law, and these stat- 
utes, todo them: That his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren, and that he turn not aside from the command- 
ment, to the right hand, or to the left: to prolong his days 
in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of 
Israel” (Deut. 17: 16—20). 

Every one of these divine injunctions were systemat- 
ically violated and set aside by SOLOMON. With increased 
glory came an imordinate increase in self-confidence. 
Power went to his head; he began to live for the present, 
with its tinsel rewards, 

“And all King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, 
and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon 
were of pure gold; none were of silver: it was nothing 
accounted of in the days of Solomon. 

“And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones 
... for abundance. 

And SOLOMON had horses brought out of Egypt....” ( 
Kings 10: 21, 27, 28). 

“But king Solomon loved many strange women, ... of 
the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, Ye shall not gointo them, neither shall 
they come in to you: for surely they will turn away your 
heart after their gods. ... And he had seven hundred 
wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his 
wives turned away his heart... . Then did Solomon build 
a high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the 
hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech. ... And 
likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt 
incense and sacrificed unto their gods” (I Kings 11:1— 
8). 

It is a sad, sordid story, this record of one of the world’s 
most miserable failures. 

“Now these things were our examples, to the intent 
that we should not lust after evil things, as they also 
lusted” (I Cor. 10: 6). 


SPEAKERS: 

SOLOMON 

NADAB (his scribe) 

TWo COURTIERS 

[SOLOMON, old and bearing the marks of dissipation. in 


his melancholy features, is seated in his study. On a low 
stool before him sits Nadab, with his pen, inkhorn antl 
scroll.] 


SOLOMON: I have no heart for the book today, Nadab. I 
wonder sometimes why I ever started it... Perhaps it was 
that others may know my errors and avoid them. . . It is 
a sad condition, Nadab—only one life, and that nearly 
past. And I have wasted mine—I have failed, miserably. 
The Lord God of my father entrusted me with the king- 
com, and gave me great prosperity. He gave to me wisdom 
and knowledge, and the help of His angels. The people 
of Israel trusted me with their lives and property. And I 
have failed! ... Why did I fail? Well, Nadab, it is a long 
story, it was a ecmbination of circumstances .. . I don’t 
see how it could have been otherwise—how a man in 
public office could have retained his integrity ...Oh, what 
am I saying? It was my fault, my own fault. I had too 
much—too much glory, too much honor and wealth. I 
couldn’t stand it, Nadab; it went to my head. Flatterers! 
That visit of the Queen of Sheba—-those foreign alliances 
and marriages . . . Oh, well [sighs] perhaps this will 
help some one else, and make up a little for my folly... 
Read me back a few passages, Nadab; I may want to make 
some changes. 

NADAB: [reads] Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

What does a man gain by all the toil at which he toils 
under the sun? 

A generation comes, and a generation goes, but the 
earth remains for ever. 

I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusa- 
lem. And I applied my mind to seek and to search out by 
wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 
business, 

I have seen everything that is done under the sun; 
and, behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. And I 
applied my mind to know wisdom and to know madness 
and folly. I perceived that this also is but a striving after 
wind. 

For in much wisdom is much vexation, and he who 
increases knowledge increases sorrow. 

I said to myself, Come now, I will make a test of pleas- 
ure; enjoy yourself. But, behold, this also was vanity. I 
said of laughter it is mad, and of pleasure, What use is 
it? [ searched my mind how to cheer my body with wine— 
my mind sti!l guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay 
hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the sons 
of men to do under heaven during the few days of 
their life. I made great works; I built houses and planted 
vineyards for myself; I made myself gardens and parks, 
planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. I bought male and 
female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house. 
| had also great possessions of herds and flocks, more than 
any who had been before me in Jerusalem. I also gathered 
for myse‘f silver and gold, and the treasure of kings and 
provinces. I got singers, both men and women, and many 
concubines, man’s delight. 

So I became great and surpassed all who were before 
me in Jerusalem ... And whatever my eyes desired I did 
not keep from them; I kept my heart from no pleasure. 
Then I considered all that my hands had done, and the toil 
I had spent doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a 
striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained 
under the sun. 

So I hated life, because what is done under the sun 
was grievous to me; for all is vanity. I hated all my toil 
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in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to the man who must come after me; and who 
knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? This also 
is vanity. 

I said in my heart with regard to the sons of men that 
God is testing them to show them that they are but beasts. 
For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is 
the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the 
same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, 
for all is vanity. All go to one place; all are from the 
dust, and all turn to dust again. 

And I thought the dead who were already dead more 
fortunate than the living who are still alive. 

Better is a poor and wise youth than an old and 
foolish king who will no longer take advice. 

[At this point SOLOMON shows great distress and agita- 
tion] 

SOLOMON: Enough, Nadab! It is all true—too true. 
Every word condemns me, but I dare not change it, Even 
though I do not obey the truth, I dare not tamper with it. 

NADAB: If it please the king, may I remind him that 
it is written by his own hand, “To him that is joined to the 
living there is hope.” Is it not possible, under the mercies 
of God, to correct one’s faults while life lasts? 

SOLOMON: No, Nadab, not mine... It is too late. I am 
not afree man. I am trapped—a prisoner of the way of life 
I chose for myself. And anyway, who are you to reprove 
the king? I may speak freely of these things, but not you. 
Keep your place!—[with sudden remorse] What amI 
saying? “An old and foolish king, who will no longer take 
advice.” Oh, for the bright days of long ago, those glorious 
days when the Temple of the Lord was built and dedi- 
cated, when I pledged myself and my people to His service! 
Oh, for the happy days when I was little in my own sight! 
Now I am merely little—little before God and before all 
honest men. The glory and riches I obtained—so much of 
it was dishonest, wrung from the poor, those who trusted 
me. 

NADAB: Might not the king rectify this by liberally 
helping the poor? 

SOLOMON: [Hawghtily] You are impertinent, Scribe. 
Mind your own business! ... There I go again... will I 
never learn? Read me the last sentence you have, Nadab; 
perhaps we can get a few more lines today, even though 
my heart is heavy. 

NADAB: Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes 
to behold the sun. 

But if a man live many years, let him rejoice in them 
all; but let him remember that the days of darkness will 
be many. All that comes is vanity. 

SOLOMON: [dictating] Remember also your Creator in 
the days of your youth, before the evil days come, and the 
years draw nigh, when you will say, I have no pleasure in 
them; before the sun, and the light, and the moon, and the 
clouds are darkened and the clouds return after the 
rain... Let us hear the conclusion af the whole matter; 
fear God, and keep ‘his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man, For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil. 

[A gong is heard. Solomon starts as he remembers] 

SOLOMON: It is time that I must go to the temple. 

NADAB: Of Jehovah? 

SOLOMON: [bitterly] No, unfortunately. Some Egyptian 
god. This is for the daughter of Pharaoh. [rebelliously] 
What an example I am to the people! This morning I 
bowed in the Temple of Jehovah, the only true God; and 


this afternoon I bow down to unclean beasts—to bulls, 
and crocodiles, and cats! Why do I do it? 

[He seems almost ready to take a stand, and Nadab 
follows it up] 

NADAB: Must the king go? Is he not the king? 

SOLOMON: [Imperiously] Silence, slave! Who made you 
the king’s counsellor? The king’s worship is the king’s 
own business. 

[Two Courtiers appear] 
COURTIER 1: The queen waits, your majesty. 

[SOLOMON hesitates, his face a study in frustration and 
despair, then with a gesture of futility and disgust he 
moves to follow.] 


SOLOMON’S opportunities were used, unfortunately, for 
evil unlimited. 

The passing years bring home to our minds that life 
must be lived a day at a time. If we are not living those 
days to the full, in using the privileges and responsibilities 
God gives us, the time will inevitably come when we, too, 
will be the sad possessors of a wasted life—that was 
unnecessarily wasted a day at a time. 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Continued from page 11) 


21:8). Jesus said the broad road leads to destruction, 
and Paul adds, “the wages of sin is death” (Matt. 7: 13; 
Rom. 6: 23). 


“Thank God, the Lord Jesus Christ died for me. His precious blood 
was shed to cleanse me of my sins and I have been brought nigh to 
God through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


The death and blood of Christ is much too complicated 
a subject to cover fully in this answer. Briefly, we 
believe the Scriptures teach that God condemns human 
sacrifice. He would not sanction that abominable practice 
in others, why should He engage in it Himself. We do not 
believe that there is any evidence that God demanded the 
death of His Son to atone for our sins. This doctrine is 
a relic of paganism. God stated His position very frankly 
in Ezek. 18: 20: “The son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of 
the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.” 
Salvation is a personal matter. Read the whole of Ezekiel 
18; also Phil. 2: 12; Rev. 22: 14. 

Revelation 7: 14 reads: “These are they which. . . have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” Literal white robes could not be made white 
by being washed in physical blood. They would come out 
red. Both robe and blood are figurative. The blood repre- 
sents the Word of God, the robe a garment of character. 
Jesus spoke plainly in John 15:3: “Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto you.” Much 
more could be said about the blood of Christ which 
cleanses, but it has been covered so often on these pages 
that we will not repeat. 





We are the personification of the things we really 
believe in. 





We must sell our all in the things of this world and set 


our affections on. , . that Land where no sorrow will ever 
be known. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Go from the presence of a foolish man when thou per- 
ceivest not in him the lips of knowledge” (Proverbs 14:7). 


There are any number of excellent reasons why we 
should follow the counsel given in this text, and not a 
single valid reason for disregarding or modifying it. Ex- 
cuses, perhaps, but no reasons. It is true today, always 
has been, and always will be true that a man is known by 
the company he keeps. His character is also largely 
formed by his associations, so that his company, good or 
bad, may be said to be both cause and effect, a reflection 
of his tastes as well as a force in their creation. 

“Make no mistake about this: bad company is the ruin 
of good character,” wrote Paul in I Cor. 15:33; and the 
Wise Man tells us in greater detail just how this ruin 
takes place. “Make no friendship with an angry man, and 
with a furious man thou shalt not go; lest thou learn his 
ways, and get a snare to thy soul” (Prov. 22: 24, 25). 

It is lamentably true that evil is far more contagious 
than good. All civilization and character-building is an 
uphill fight, contrary to nature. It is difficult enough at 
best, and to handicap oneself with the wrong kind of as- 
sociates is nothing short of suicidal. No company at all 
is far preferable to bad company. 

It was for this reason that Abraham was commanded 
to leave his native land and his kindred with their idols, 
and start afresh in a new country. It was for this reason 
that Joshua was sternly reproved for unadvisedly making 
an alliance with the idolatrous Gibeonites. It was for this 
reason that the children of Israel, when passing through 
the lands of the alien, were commanded to stay on the 
highway, to pay cash for all supplies, and to have no deal- 
ings with their neighbors. It was for this reason that they 
were commanded to destroy the idolatrous tribes inhabit- 
ing the land of Canaan, and forbidden to intermarry with 
the survivors or to learn their evil ways in any respect. 

So long as they obeyed—which was never long—they 
prospered, while disobedience always brought its tragic 
penalty. In the light of this history, of their own experi- 
ence, and of Divine revelation, the beloved apostles 
wrote, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever’; and, “Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you” 
(I John 2: 15—17; II Cor. 6: 17). Add to these the com- 
mandment in Prov. 19: 27, “Cease, my son, to hear the 
instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowl- 
edge,” and we have our duty, in both doctrine and prac- 
tice, clearly marked out for us. 

History. sacred and profane, abounds in examples of 
those who, with the best of intentions, were not strone 
enough to resist the influence of evil associates. Even the 
author of our text made shipwreck on this mighty rock. 


Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, in many respects an admir- 
able ruler, was again and again entrapped by his weak- 
ness for entangling alliances with the kings of the hea- 
then nations. It almost cost him his life at the battle of 
Ramoth-Gilead (II Chron. 18), but still he does not seem 
to have learned his lesson (ch. 20: 35). Hezekiah’s weak- 
ness in showing the enemy all the treasures of the house 
of the Lord is another. The son of the king of Babylon 
sent him letters and a present, for they had heard that 
he had been sick, and recovered. It is evident the king 
Was flattered by this attention and lost his poise; for 
there was nothing in his house, nor among his treasures, 
nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah failed to show 
these men, (II Kings 20: 15). 

He who finds it hard to say ‘‘no” to himself or to others 
must be exceedingly careful in his choice of company. If 
he is aware of his weakness, there is hope. As for those 
who think themselves strong enough for anything, “let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” 
(1 Cor. 10:12). The failures we have cited were not 
those of weaklings, but of strong characters. Peter, we 
recall, boasted, “If I should die with thee, I will not deny 
thee in any wise” (Mark 14:31). 

A foolish man, or a Bible fool, is not necessarily defi- 
cient in intellect, or a person given to light or frivolous 
talk. These are included in the classification, of course, but 
the Scriptures tell us that ‘he that trusteth in his own 
heart is a fool” (Prov. 28: 26). Any man whose self-con- 
fidence or self-esteem leads him to put his own mind or 
that of any other man ahead of the revealed mind of God, 
in doctrine or in practice, is a fool—a dangerous man to 
associate with. 

It is not too difficult to identify a foolish man. The 
heart is deceitful, it is true, and appearances are deceit- 
ful: but “murder will out,” as the old proverb has it. He 
may deceive all the people part of the time, and part of the 
people all of the time; but he cannot deceive the ones who 
have the lips of knowledge themselves, who judge not 
according to appearances but by fruits, who have their 
senses exercised to discern good and evil (Heb. 5:14). 
The fool is certain to reveal his folly sooner or later, as 
Eccl. 10:3 says, “When he that is a fool walketh by the 
way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith to every one 
that he is a fool.” Very often it is true that “a fool’s voice 
is known by the multitude of words” (ch. 5:3). 

Only slightly less dangerous than the thief who steals 
away the words of eternal life is the one who steals our 
time “the stuff of which life is made.” We meet these 
thieves at every turn, St. Paul usually solved the problem 
by taking command of the situation and compelling them 
to listen to something worth while. When Jesus was ques- 
tioned by the shallow, scoffing, curious Herod, it is 
recorced that “he answered him nothing.” No better treat- 
ment could have been imagined. 

We cannot go to extremes in a too-literal interpretation 
of our text, for it could be carried to a point where no one 
could associate with anyone else. We have all been foolish, 
not possessing the lips of knowledge, yet someone conde- 
scended to instruct us in the good and right way. To 
avoid contact with the ignorant because of their ignor- 
ance is snobbish and contrary to the principles of mis- 
sionary Christianity. The “fool” to be avoided is the one 
who rejects or opposes the knowledge of God after hear- 
ing it, or, worst of all, the one who proves unfaithful 
after accepting the Divine covenant. 


Questions and Answers 


From a reader in Ohio we received the following: 
“To whom it may concern: 
My heart aches for people like you. I really feel sorry for you. You 


have let man’s reasoning of the Scriptures blind you to the truth of 
God.” 


The writer demonstrates a kind spirit in her concern 
for our welfare, spiritually speaking. And we are not 
surprised that she feels we have been blinded by man’s 
reasoning. The truth of the Bible has been covered by 
superstition for so many centuries that many people 
satisfied with surmise readily accept fable to be the fact. 
We are aware that our position on salvation is contrary to 
man’s reasoning, and the teachings of practically all 
Christendom. However we believe it is backed up by the 
Bible. 

Our correspondent continues: 


“You have completely missed the whole message of God’s Word. The 
key to the whole message is the ‘T'wo Musts’ in John, chapter 3. May 
the Holy Spirit of God reveal the truth of this chapter to your soul.” 


Here we assume the writer is referring to John 3:7 
and 14, 15, “Ye must be born again, ... Even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 

First let us consider v. 7. Here Jesus is telling Nicode- 
mus of two births, birth of the flesh, which we all experi- 
ence, and birth of the Spirit, which each faithful one will 
experience when made immortal. It is a great mistake to 
think that anyone can be born of the Spirit before Christ 
comes to bring that reward. The key to the nature of this 
birth is found in v. 8 where Jesus said: “The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not te!l whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” Every one born 
df the Spirit, made equal to the angels, will be able to 
come and go with the freedom of the wind, or as Isaiah 
words it, “mount up with wings [power] as eagles” (40: 
31). The angel Gabriel was an example of one having this 
power (Dan. 9: 21). 

The meaning usually attached to Jesus’ words about 
being “born again” is the change that comes over the sin- 
ner at conversion, The simile has aspects to recommend it, 
and if a man is truly converted a great change will be 
wrought in his life, however the Pentecostal type of wit- 
nesses are inclined to overdraw this side of the picture. 

Now a word about v. 14. We do not believe that this 
verse refers entirely to the lifting up of Jesus on the 
Roman cross. (see MEGIDDO MESSAGE Jan, 7, 1961, p. 11) 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and exaltation in His 
Father’s presence, plus His ultimate exaltation to the 
kingship of the entire earth, constitute a “lifting up” 
immeasurably more important than His death on the 
cross. And to believe in Jesus (John 3:15), means much 
more than to believe that such a Person once lived upon 
earth, or to accept Him as one’s personal Saviour. Belief, 
to be potent, must be compelling, it must produce action, 
it must influence the entire life of the believer. “He that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 
11:6). 

“As for denying the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, my Bible tells 


me that is blasphemy. The unforgivable sin is to reject the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


February 4, 1961 








We know of no Biblical procf for this statement. Jesus 
never claimed to be a deity, He said, “My Father is 
greater than I.” He did claim to be the Son of God, and 
the Son of man. But being a Son of God would not make 
Him a God. Because Dwight D. Eisenhower was President 
of the U. S. does not make his son, John Eisenhower, 
president. Even scholars who believe in the divinity of 
Jesus acknowledge that none of the statements regarding 
Himself taken individually go beyond the idea of Messi- 
anic thought. Many questionable proofs do not make one 
absolute proof. 

We definitely do not reject the Lord Jesus. We only 
reject the false, pagan, theological conception of Jesus 
which has been built up for these past 1800 years, and 
has completely obscured the real Jesus, our coming King 
and Saviour. 


“The Word of God describes the world apostasy of which you have 
unwittingly become a part. v. 18, Romans 1, also verses 19—25, [and 
others]. 


The apostasy from the truth began in the days of the 
apostles, and expanded until it included the whole reli- 
gious world. Revelation 17: 4, 5 reveals that the “golden 
cup” held in the hand of the “MOTHER OF HARLOTS” 
was filled with the dregs of her fornication. We repudiate 
all the beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church, hence refute 
the indictment that we have unwittingly become a part 
of that apostasy. We can see no force to the allusion 
to Romans 1. 


“Your Mecippo MEssacE is leading many astray. I pray the Lord 
may not come and find you outside the door knocking, Matthew 25: 
Bi.” 


We cannot agree. Our subscription list is too limited 
to lead “many astray.” The “narrow way” which Jesus 
prescribes is too confining to attract any but the few 
who are willing to comply with the high standard of true 
religion. 

“Faith is believing God’s Word because God said it. We are not to 
reason out God’s Word.” 


Why then did God say through Isaiah: “Come now and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord” (1: 18) ? 
“God is my Father, Christ is my Saviour, and heaven is my home, 


and I am waiting for the redemption of my body when the Lord 
returns for the born-again-believers. Are you born again?” 


We must take issue with the thought of heaven being 
our home. Jesus said: “Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth’ (Matt. 5:5). He foretold His 
ascension to heaven but said to the Jews and to His 
disciples: ‘Whither I go ye cannot come” (John 13: 33). 
Christ is coming again to dwell with us, not to take us 
to heaven (read John 14:3; Rev. 5:10; 21:3). 

“Are you born again?” No, not yet, not until Christ 
comes to bring us our house from heaven that “mortality 
might be swallowed up of life” (II Cor. 5: 1—4; see also 
Phil. 1: 27). 


“I found out 3 years ago on June 25, 1957, that I was lost, helpless 
to save myself and on my way to hell and deserving to be there.” 


Our friend or anyone else need have no fear of arriving 
at a burning hell, for there is no such place. The word “hell” 
in the Hebrew is sheol, and in the Greek hades, both 
words meaning death, annihilation, the grave. (see Rev. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Truth Never Dies 


Truth never dies. The ages come and go. 
The mountains wear away, the stars retire. 
Destruction lays earth’s mighty cities low; 
And empires, states and dynasties expire; 
But caught and handed onward by the wise, 


Truth never dies. 


Though unreceived and scoffed at through the years; 
Though made the butt of ridicule and jest; 

Though held aloft for mockery and jeers, 

Denied by those of transient power possessed, 
Insulted by the insolence of lies, 

Truth never dies. 


It answers not. It does not take offense, 
But with a mighty silence bides its — 


As some great cliff that braves the elements 
And lifts through all the storms its head sublime, 


It ever stands, uplifted by the wise; 
Truth never dies. 


As rests the Sphinx amid Egyptian sands; 
As looms on high the snowy peak and crest; 
As firm and patient as Gibraltar stands, 


~y ° . 
So truth, unwearied, waits the era blest 


When men shall turn to it with great surprise. 


Truth never dies. 








